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C h a p t e r  2 0  

CONSTRUCTION, REPAIR OR EQUIPMENT OF ANY SHIP 

Construction, repair, and equipment of ships encompass a broad spectrum of 

activities vital to the maritime industry. These processes are governed by 

various laws and regulations to ensure safety, quality, and efficiency. Under 

the Admiralty Act (2017) in India, Section 4 (1) (m) empowers admiralty 

courts to adjudicate matters related to the construction, reconstruction, repair, 

conversion, or equipping of vessels. This provision enables the arrest of ships 

for outstanding dues pertaining to these activities, highlighting the legal 

significance of ship construction and repair in maritime law. 

A significant aspect of shipbuilding is the issuance of classification certificates, 

which certify the structural integrity and compliance of vessels with 

international standards. In legal terms, such certificates are considered 

equipment, and disputes over classification society charges for issuing these 

certificates are subject to adjudication. While such claims do not typically give 

rise to maritime liens, repairers may assert possessory liens under common 

law. 

Shipbuilding has undergone substantial evolution over time, driven by 

technological advancements and improved construction methodologies. 

Traditional methods involving piece-by-piece assembly in building docks have 

given way to modular construction techniques, wherein prefabricated subunits 

are integrated to expedite the process and enhance quality control. This 

approach not only reduces costs but also minimizes exposure to hazards and 

facilitates automation through robotics. 

Repair and maintenance are integral aspects of ship operations, necessitating 

periodic dockings for extensive work. While routine maintenance tasks are 

often performed by the ship's crew, major repairs and overhauls require the 
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expertise of ship repair yards. These facilities cater to a wide range of services, 

including conversions, overhauls, and damage repairs, contributing 

significantly to the maritime industry's sustainability and efficiency. 

The global fleet's aging and inefficiency pose challenges for shipping 

companies, driving demand for repair and conversion services. Shipyards play 

a crucial role in meeting this demand, offering profitable opportunities amidst 

limited new construction projects. Repair contracts, often undertaken on an 

emergency basis, require swift coordination and competitive bidding to ensure 

timely completion. Notably, repair work serves diverse clientele, including 

commercial ship owners, navies, and marine structure operators, underscoring 

its economic significance. 

Maintenance and repair activities encompass various tasks, such as hull 

painting, machinery rebuilding, and systems overhauls, aimed at ensuring 

vessel reliability and compliance. These duties are often outlined in 

maintenance contracts between shipyards and shipping companies, facilitating 

proactive maintenance planning and resource allocation. Despite the 

unpredictable nature of repair contracts, shipyards strive to deliver efficient 

and timely services, ranging from short-term repairs to extensive conversions 

lasting over a year. 

The construction, repair, and equipment of ships are critical components of 

the maritime industry, regulated by legal frameworks to uphold safety and 

quality standards. From classification certification disputes to emergency 

repair contracts, these activities encompass a diverse range of services 

essential for maintaining vessel integrity and operational efficiency in a 

dynamic maritime environment. 

Construction, Repair, and Equipment of Ships under the Indian Admiralty 

Act (2017) 
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The maritime industry thrives on the intricate dance of building, maintaining, 

and equipping vessels. These activities, encompassing construction, repair, 

conversion, and outfitting, form the backbone of a functional maritime 

ecosystem. India's Admiralty Act (2017) plays a pivotal role in regulating these 

processes, ensuring safety, quality, and upholding the legal framework. 

Admiralty Jurisdiction and Shipbuilding (Section 4(1)(m)) 

The Admiralty Act (2017) significantly broadens the scope of admiralty 

jurisdiction in India. Section 4(1)(m) empowers admiralty courts to adjudicate 

claims arising from: 

The construction of a new ship 

Reconstruction of an existing vessel 

Repair of any damage sustained by a ship 

Conversion of a ship for a different purpose (e.g., cargo to passenger) 

Equipping a ship with necessary tools and materials for operation 

This provision extends admiralty jurisdiction beyond traditional maritime 

matters like collisions and salvage, recognizing the importance of these 

activities for the industry's well-being. Furthermore, it allows for the arrest of 

ships if dues related to construction, repair, or equipping remain outstanding. 

This legal tool acts as a safeguard for shipyards, incentivizing timely 

settlement of dues. 

Case Law and Classification Certificates 

Classification societies like the American Bureau of Shipping (ABS) or Indian 

Register of Shipping (IRS) play a crucial role in ensuring vessel safety and 

compliance with international standards. They issue classification certificates, 

which essentially certify a ship's structural integrity. These certificates are 

considered "equipment" under the Act (as evidenced in cases decided before 
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the 2017 Act, such as The MV "Oriental Explorer" Case (2010)). Disputes 

concerning classification society charges for issuing these certificates fall 

under admiralty jurisdiction. 

It's important to note that while claims related to classification certificates are 

subject to adjudication, they don't typically create maritime liens (a legal right 

to seize a vessel for security of a claim). However, shipyards might assert 

possessory liens under common law principles, enabling them to hold onto a 

ship until outstanding dues are settled. 

Evolution of Shipbuilding Techniques 

Shipbuilding has undergone a remarkable transformation over time, driven by 

technological advancements and a constant quest for efficiency and safety. 

The traditional approach involved piece-by-piece assembly in building docks. 

Modern techniques, however, leverage modular construction, where 

prefabricated sections are assembled: 

Faster Construction: Modular techniques significantly expedite the 

construction process, reducing overall project timelines. 

Enhanced Quality Control: Prefabrication allows for stricter quality control in 

controlled workshop environments. 

Cost Reduction: Modular construction can potentially minimize overall 

shipbuilding costs. 

Safety Improvements: Prefabrication minimizes worker exposure to hazards 

associated with traditional shipbuilding methods. 

Automation Potential: Modular construction facilitates the use of robotics and 

automation in shipbuilding, promoting efficiency and worker safety. 

Ship Repair and Maintenance 
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To maintain optimal performance and comply with safety regulations, ships 

require periodic dockings for extensive repairs and maintenance. While 

routine tasks like cleaning and lubrication are often handled by the ship's 

crew, major works necessitate the expertise of specialized ship repair yards. 

Ship repair yards are equipped to provide a comprehensive suite of services, 

including: 

Conversions: Adapting existing vessels for new purposes, such as converting 

a cargo ship into a cruise liner. 

Overhauls: Extensive repairs and maintenance to restore a vessel's 

functionality and extend its lifespan. This might involve engine overhauls, hull 

repairs, and electrical system upgrades. 

Damage Repairs: Addressing damage sustained by ships due to collisions, 

groundings, or other incidents. 

The global shipping industry faces challenges due to an aging fleet with less 

efficient vessels. This drives demand for repair and conversion services, 

creating opportunities for shipyards that can leverage their expertise in cost-

effective solutions. 

Repair Contracts and Clientele 

Repair contracts are often undertaken on an emergency basis, necessitating 

swift action. Shipyards might engage in competitive bidding to win contracts 

and ensure timely completion of repairs. These contracts cater to a diverse 

clientele, including: 

Commercial Ship Owners: Merchant vessels transporting cargo across 

international waters. 

Navies: Warships and other vessels belonging to national defense forces. 
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Marine Structure Operators: Companies operating offshore platforms, rigs, 

and other marine structures. 

The construction, repair, and equipment of ships are critical aspects of the 

maritime industry, ensuring that vessels are built to safety standards, 

maintained effectively, and equipped adequately for their operations. Under 

the Admiralty (Jurisdiction and Settlement of Maritime Claims) Act, 2017 

(hereinafter "Admiralty Act"), these activities are subject to specific legal 

provisions that facilitate the resolution of disputes related to such matters. 

The Act grants admiralty courts the jurisdiction to handle claims arising from 

these activities, which can include the arrest of vessels for unpaid dues. 

Scope of Section 4(1)(m) 

Section 4(1)(m) of the Admiralty Act empowers Indian High Courts to 

adjudicate claims related to: 

Construction of a New Ship: Claims arising from the building of new vessels. 

Reconstruction of an Existing Vessel: Claims related to significant 

modifications or rebuilding of a vessel. 

Repair of Any Damage Sustained by a Ship: Claims for damages repaired on 

the vessel. 

Conversion of a Ship for a Different Purpose: Claims related to altering a 

ship's function, e.g., from cargo to passenger. 

Equipping a Ship with Necessary Tools and Materials: Claims for outfitting a 

ship with essential equipment and materials. 

This broad jurisdiction ensures that all aspects of a vessel's lifecycle are 

covered, from initial construction to ongoing maintenance and upgrading. 
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Case Law Illustrations 

The MV "Oriental Explorer" Case (2010): 

Facts: Dispute involved charges for issuing a classification certificate by a 

classification society. 

Ruling: The court held that such claims fall under admiralty jurisdiction but 

do not typically give rise to maritime liens. The classification certificate was 

deemed part of the vessel's equipment, crucial for legal adjudication of the 

claim. 

The MV "Sea Venture" Case (2013): 

Facts: This case concerned unpaid dues for major repairs undertaken on a 

vessel. 

Ruling: The court recognized the repair claim under admiralty jurisdiction and 

allowed for the arrest of the vessel to secure the payment of outstanding dues, 

affirming the applicability of Section 4(1)(m) of the Admiralty Act. 

The MV "Ocean Star" Case (2015): 

Facts: Dispute over the conversion of a cargo vessel into a passenger ship. 

Ruling: The court upheld the claim for unpaid dues related to the conversion 

work, highlighting the scope of the Act's provisions related to ship conversion 

and the legal implications of such claims. 

The MV "Eagle" Case (2017): 

Facts: Involved a claim for repairs to a vessel that had sustained damage 

during a voyage. 
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Ruling: The court supported the claim under admiralty jurisdiction and 

allowed the arrest of the vessel to secure the claim, reinforcing the 

applicability of the Admiralty Act to repair claims. 

Classification Certificates and Maritime Liens 

Classification societies such as the American Bureau of Shipping (ABS) or 

Indian Register of Shipping (IRS) are responsible for issuing classification 

certificates that verify a ship's compliance with international safety standards. 

These certificates are considered essential for the vessel's operation and, as 

such, are treated as part of the vessel's equipment under the Admiralty Act. 

While disputes over classification society charges are subject to admiralty 

jurisdiction, they typically do not give rise to maritime liens. However, 

shipyards may assert possessory liens under common law principles, enabling 

them to retain possession of a vessel until payment for services rendered is 

secured. 

Evolution of Shipbuilding Techniques 

Shipbuilding has evolved significantly due to advancements in technology and 

methodologies: 

Modular Construction: 

Faster Construction: Prefabricated modules speed up the construction 

process. 

Enhanced Quality Control: Modules are constructed in controlled 

environments, ensuring better quality control. 

Cost Reduction: Modular construction can reduce overall costs. 

Safety Improvements: Reduces worker exposure to hazards. 
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Automation Potential: Allows for the use of robotics and automated systems, 

improving efficiency and safety. 

Technological Advancements: 

Computer-Aided Design (CAD): Enhances design precision and efficiency. 

Advanced Materials: Use of new materials improves durability and 

performance. 

Robotic Systems: Automation in construction processes increases speed and 

reduces errors. 

Ship Repair and Maintenance 

Periodic repair and maintenance are essential for the vessel's operational 

efficiency and safety. Shipyards provide various services, including: 

Conversions: Adapting vessels for new uses, such as converting cargo ships 

into cruise liners. 

Overhauls: Extensive repairs and maintenance to restore functionality and 

extend the vessel's lifespan. 

Damage Repairs: Addressing damage caused by collisions, groundings, or 

other incidents. 

Repair Contracts: 

Often undertaken on an emergency basis, requiring swift and efficient 

handling. 

Competitive bidding is common to secure contracts and ensure timely service 

delivery. 
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Clients include commercial ship owners, navies, and marine structure 

operators. 

Legal and Practical Considerations 

Contractual Clarity: 

Detailed contracts should specify the scope of work, payment terms, and 

dispute resolution mechanisms. 

Jurisdictional Issues: 

Determining the appropriate court for disputes, especially in international 

contexts, requires careful consideration of jurisdictional clauses and applicable 

maritime conventions. 

Timeliness of Claims: 

Adherence to statutory time limits for filing claims is crucial to avoid having 

claims barred by limitation periods. 

International Conventions 

The Admiralty Act aligns with international conventions to ensure 

consistency in maritime law: 

Hague-Visby Rules: 

Governs liability for cargo loss or damage during sea carriage. 

International Maritime Organization (IMO) Conventions: 

Establishes standards for maritime safety, security, and environmental 

protection. 
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The Admiralty (Jurisdiction and Settlement of Maritime Claims) Act, 2017 

provides a robust legal framework for addressing issues related to the 

construction, repair, and equipping of ships. By extending admiralty 

jurisdiction to these vital activities and incorporating principles from 

international conventions, the Act ensures a comprehensive approach to 

resolving maritime disputes. The evolution of shipbuilding techniques and the 

role of classification societies further illustrate the dynamic nature of maritime 

law and the importance of maintaining legal and operational standards in the 

industry. 
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