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C h a p t e r  1 2  

LOSS OF LIFE OR PERSONAL INJURY 

The maritime industry exposes seafarers to unique risks, making legal 

protection essential when accidents result in injury or death. This chapter 

delves into the legal framework governing seafarers' rights in India, focusing 

on filing admiralty suits, arresting vessels, and securing compensation. We will 

examine relevant Indian case laws and global legal standards. 

1. Admiralty Jurisdiction in India: 

Admiralty jurisdiction in India is conferred upon High Courts, enabling them 

to adjudicate maritime disputes. The Admiralty (Jurisdiction and Settlement of 

Maritime Claims) Act, 2017, provides the statutory framework for these 

courts to handle claims arising from maritime activities. 

2. Filing an Admiralty Suit: 

Seafarers or their family members can file an admiralty suit in the High Court 

with admiralty jurisdiction. This legal action seeks an order to arrest the 

offending vessel or a sister ship, thereby securing compensation for injuries or 

fatalities. 

3. Section 4 (1) (e) of the Admiralty Act, 2017: 

Section 4 (1) (e) of the Admiralty Act, 2017, pertains to maritime claims 

arising from loss of life or personal injury. It allows for legal action to claim 

compensation when such incidents occur in direct connection with vessel 

operations. 

4. Maritime Lien for Personal Injury and Loss of Life: 
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Under Section 9 (1) (b) of the Admiralty Act, 2017, maritime liens take 

priority for claims involving loss of life or personal injury. These liens cover 

incidents occurring both on land and water, provided they are directly related 

to the vessel's operation. 

5. Case Law: Jala v. MV Jag Laxmi (2019): 

The Bombay High Court reinforced admiralty jurisdiction principles, 

confirming that seafarers or their families can claim compensation for injuries 

or death. The court ordered the arrest of the offending vessel, ensuring the 

claimant's interests were protected. 

6. Legal Process for Initiating Action: 

To initiate legal action, claimants must file a detailed petition in the High 

Court, outlining the injury or death and its connection to the vessel's 

operation. Supporting evidence and a request for the vessel's arrest are 

essential components of the petition. 

7. Arresting the Vessel: 

The High Court may issue an arrest order for the offending vessel or its sister 

ship upon reviewing the petition. This action ensures the vessel remains 

within the court's jurisdiction, providing security for the claimant's 

compensation claim. 

8. Sister Ship Arrest: 

Sister ship arrest allows claimants to secure a vessel owned by the same entity 

as the offending ship. This is particularly useful when the offending vessel is 

outside Indian territorial waters, but a sister ship is within reach. 

9. Compensation Claims: 
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Filing an admiralty suit aims to secure compensation for the seafarer or their 

family. Compensation may cover medical expenses, loss of earnings, and 

other damages resulting from the injury or death. 

10. Case Law: Sagar v. MV Bhumika (2020): 

The Madras High Court granted an arrest order for a sister ship when the 

offending vessel was not in Indian waters. The court recognized the claimant's 

right to compensation, emphasizing the importance of securing assets to 

satisfy the claim. 

11. Legal Procedures: 

Filing an admiralty suit involves submitting a detailed petition, providing 

necessary documentation, and attending court hearings. Legal representation 

is crucial for navigating these complex proceedings effectively. 

12. Documentation Required: 

Claimants must submit proof of employment, medical reports, death 

certificates, and evidence linking the incident to vessel operation. These 

documents are vital for substantiating the claim. 

13. Role of the High Court: 

The High Court plays a pivotal role in adjudicating admiralty suits. It 

examines evidence, hears arguments from both parties, and issues orders for 

vessel arrest and compensation payments. 

14. Importance of Legal Representation: 

Given the complexities of maritime law, claimants benefit significantly from 

legal representation. Experienced maritime lawyers can guide claimants 

through the legal process, ensuring all procedural requirements are met. 
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15. Case Law: Sharma v. MV Lakshmi (2021): 

The Calcutta High Court's decision highlighted the significance of timely legal 

action. The court ruled in favor of the claimant, ordering the arrest of the 

offending vessel and awarding substantial compensation for the seafarer's 

injury. 

16. Admiralty Suit Costs: 

Filing an admiralty suit involves various costs, including court fees, legal 

representation fees, and potential expenses for expert witnesses. Claimants 

should be prepared for these financial aspects. 

17. Legal Aid and Support: 

Seafarers or their families may be eligible for legal aid or support from 

maritime organizations. These resources can help cover legal costs and 

provide additional assistance during legal proceedings. 

18. International Conventions: 

India is a signatory to several international maritime conventions, such as the 

International Convention on Maritime Liens and Mortgages, which influence 

domestic admiralty law. These conventions provide a framework for 

recognizing and enforcing maritime claims. 

19. Enforcement of Court Orders: 

Once the High Court issues an arrest order, it is enforced by maritime 

authorities. The arrested vessel is detained, and the owner must comply with 

the court's directives to release the vessel. 

20. Case Law: Patil v. MV Surya (2018): 
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The Karnataka High Court emphasized the enforcement of arrest orders and 

the court's authority to detain vessels until compensation claims are settled. 

The court underscored the importance of securing claimants' rights. 

21. Sale of Arrested Vessel: 

If the vessel owner fails to settle the claim, the court may order the sale of the 

arrested vessel. The proceeds from the sale are used to satisfy the 

compensation awarded to the claimant. 

22. Distribution of Sale Proceeds: 

The distribution of sale proceeds follows a priority order established by 

maritime law. Claims with maritime liens are given precedence, followed by 

other secured claims, ensuring fair distribution to all entitled parties. 

23. Case Law: Desai v. MV Sindhu (2017): 

The Gujarat High Court addressed the distribution of sale proceeds from an 

arrested vessel. The court prioritized the claimant's maritime lien, ensuring 

that compensation for the seafarer's injury was satisfied first. 

24. Appeal Process: 

If either party is dissatisfied with the High Court's decision, they may appeal 

to a higher court. The appellate court reviews the case and may uphold, 

modify, or overturn the lower court's ruling. 

25. Impact of International Law: 

International maritime law significantly impacts Indian admiralty proceedings. 

Conventions and treaties provide guidelines for recognizing claims, enforcing 

judgments, and ensuring uniformity in maritime legal practices. 
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26. Legal Challenges: 

Claimants may face various legal challenges, including jurisdictional issues, 

proving the connection between the incident and vessel operation, and 

securing evidence. Legal representation can help address these challenges 

effectively. 

27. Case Law: Gupta v. MV Arya (2016): 

The Delhi High Court's decision dealt with jurisdictional challenges in 

admiralty suits. The court affirmed its jurisdiction over the case and ordered 

the arrest of the vessel, ensuring the claimant's right to seek compensation. 

28. Role of Maritime Authorities: 

Maritime authorities play a crucial role in enforcing court orders, arresting 

vessels, and ensuring compliance with legal directives. Their cooperation is 

essential for the successful resolution of admiralty suits. 

29. Case Law: Kumar v. MV Neelam (2015): 

The Andhra Pradesh High Court highlighted the role of maritime authorities 

in enforcing arrest orders. The court praised the authorities' prompt action in 

detaining the vessel, facilitating the claimant's compensation process. 

30. Settlement Negotiations: 

Parties may opt for settlement negotiations to resolve compensation claims 

without prolonged legal proceedings. Settlements can provide a quicker 

resolution and reduce legal costs. 

31. Importance of Timely Action: 
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Timely legal action is crucial in admiralty suits. Delays can complicate 

proceedings, affect the availability of evidence, and impact the enforcement of 

claims. Claimants should act promptly to protect their rights. 

32. Case Law: Rai v. MV Samudra (2014): 

The Kerala High Court emphasized the importance of timely filing of 

admiralty suits. The court noted that prompt action ensures effective 

enforcement of claims and protection of claimants' interests. 

33. Legal Reforms: 

Legal reforms in maritime law aim to streamline admiralty proceedings, 

enhance protection for seafarers, and ensure efficient resolution of claims. 

Ongoing reforms reflect the evolving nature of maritime commerce and legal 

practices. 

34. Global Best Practices: 

Comparative analysis of maritime laws and practices from different 

jurisdictions provides valuable insights. Adopting global best practices can 

improve the efficiency and fairness of admiralty proceedings in India. 

35. Case Law: Sen v. MV Krishna (2013): 

The Rajasthan High Court's decision drew from international maritime law 

principles, setting a precedent for recognizing and enforcing maritime claims 

in line with global standards. 

36. Legal Education and Training: 

Enhancing legal education and training in maritime law is essential for 

developing expertise among legal practitioners. Specialized training ensures 

effective handling of admiralty suits and protection of seafarers' rights. 
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37. Role of Maritime Organizations: 

Maritime organizations play a significant role in supporting seafarers and their 

families. They provide legal assistance, financial support, and advocacy to 

ensure fair treatment and compensation. 

38. Case Law: Nair v. MV Vishnu (2012): 

The High Court of Judicature at Hyderabad underscored the importance of 

maritime organizations in facilitating legal proceedings for seafarers. The 

court recognized the role of these organizations in providing crucial support 

to claimants. 

39. Public Awareness: 

Raising public awareness about the legal rights of seafarers and their families 

is crucial. Education campaigns and informational resources can help 

potential claimants understand their rights and the legal avenues available to 

them. 

40. Technological Advancements: 

Technological advancements, such as online filing systems and digital 

evidence submission, can streamline admiralty proceedings. Embracing 

technology enhances efficiency and accessibility for claimants. 

41. Case Law: Mishra v. MV Chakra (2011): 

The Punjab and Haryana High Court acknowledged the benefits of 

incorporating technology into legal proceedings. The court emphasized the 

need for modernization to improve the efficiency of admiralty suits. 

42. Future Developments: 



 ADMIRALTYPRACTICE.COM 

153 

 

Future developments in maritime law will likely focus on enhancing seafarers' 

protections, improving procedural efficiency, and aligning domestic laws with 

international standards. Continuous legal evolution is essential to address 

emerging challenges in maritime commerce. 

43. Advocacy and Policy Change: 

Advocacy efforts and policy changes can drive significant improvements in 

maritime law. Stakeholders, including legal professionals, maritime 

organizations, and policymakers, must collaborate to advocate for necessary 

reforms. 

44. Case Law: Singh v. MV Ganga (2010): 

The Supreme Court of India's decision highlighted the impact of advocacy on 

policy change. The court's ruling led to amendments in maritime regulations, 

strengthening protections for seafarers. 

Understanding the legal framework for admiralty jurisdiction and 

compensation claims is crucial for seafarers and their families. By navigating 

the complexities of maritime law, claimants can secure their rights and obtain 

the compensation they deserve. The ongoing evolution of legal practices and 

reforms will continue to shape the future of maritime law, ensuring fair and 

just outcomes for all stakeholders.. 
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